
October 20, 2003 

Subject:	 Tennant (Sawmill), Antelope Road, Tennant, CA 
Regional Board Case No. 1NSI071 

Notice of Proposed No Further Action related to petroleum discharges. 
Comment period ends November 19, 2003 

Problem description: 
In December 1991, a prospective buyer of the subject site brought to the attention of the current 
property owner, Holm Timber Industries, that tar-like contamination on the ground and numerous 
barrels in deteriorated condition existed on the property.  In 1992, Regional Board staff became 
aware of environmental issues at the site and in August, 1992, required Holm Timber to 
investigate and cleanup the contamination as needed. 

Laboratory analysis on a sample of the tar-like contamination indicated it was a weathered crude 
oil. In order to better characterize the tar-like substance, Holm Timber’s representative requested 
the laboratory analyze it for total petroleum hydrocarbons and speciated TPH-oil and grease. 
Analysis reported the presence of these compounds in the substance at 140,000 ppm and 88,000 
ppm respectively.  The contents of the old deteriorated barrels were described to be that of 
roofing tar used for building maintenance. 

Actions Completed: 
In March 1994, initial cleanup of the site was conducted under concurrence from Regional Board 
staff with a December 3, 1993 letter proposing cleanup work.  The work was performed by a 
certified hazardous waste contractor tasked to clean up the tar-like contamination discharged to 
soil, remove and dispose of the old deteriorated barrels, and search for and remove any storage 
tanks.  The soil contaminated with the tar-like substance was excavated and disposed of at the 
Tennant landfill.  Barrels that were empty were taken directly to a recycling center, and those 
containing some tar-like substance were taken to an asphalt batch plant, where the contents were 
recycled and the barrels were cleaned prior to recycling.  One storage tank/concrete vault, which 
contained the tar-like material, was located on the property and it was destroyed and also hauled 
to a batch plant along with the material it formerly contained.  During demolition of the storage 
tank/vault, the presence of an underground pipeline reportedly went unnoticed. 

During the summer of 1994, Regional Board staff received a call from the Siskiyou County Health 
Department (SCHD) that reported the discharge of oil-like substance from an open end of an 
underground pipe.  In response to a Regional Board staff letter requiring assessment of the 
discharge and submittal of a remediation workplan, on October 31, 1994, a workplan was 
submitted.  The workplan proposed to remove and dispose of the ponded oil, contaminated soil 
and all associated piping.  Regional Board records dated July 21, 1995 document secondary 
cleanup. The pooled oil had been placed in barrels and awaited disposal, all contaminated soil had 
been stockpiled, and due to financial reasons the underground piping remained in place. 
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In February 1996, a status report was submitted.  It described the aforementioned information and 
proposed to properly dispose of the oil filled drums, and instead of removal, to cap the piping 
ends, rebury the pipe and the leave the stockpiled soil in place.  Regional Board staff concurred 
with the proposal to cap the ends of the piping and rebury it.  The stockpiled soil however, 
required compliance with Chapter 15 regulations and therefore required further work to leave in 
place. 

On June 24, 2002, Regional Board staff notified Holm Timber’s representative of the items 
needing completion prior to considering the case for closure.  Remaining issues were to cap the 
open ends of the piping, properly dispose of barrels and bunker oil and properly dispose of the soil 
stockpile.  A report submitted March 10, 2003 described the completion of the required tasks. 
The open ends of the pipe were capped, the contaminated stockpiled soil was placed in barrels 
and transported along with the Bunker C oil filled barrels to an appropriate waste disposal facility. 

On August 22, 2003, Regional Board staff conducted an inspection of the site.  During the 
inspection no drums were observed, no contaminated soil areas were observed, and the site 
appeared free of any deleterious environmental conditions.  Photographs were taken of the areas 
where the contamination was discharged and demonstrates the remedial efforts resulted in 
sufficient cleanup of the subject site. 

Proposed Action: 
Site is proposed for no further action. 

Unless significant comments are received or new information is presented, Regional Water 
Board staff plan to concur with no further action upon conclusion of the comment period. 
Please contact Cody Walker by telephone at (707) 576-2642 or e-mail at walkc@rb1.swrcb.ca.gov 
for all issues concerning Tennant (Sawmill). 


